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but are not necessarily inferior to, those of Europe*
The resistance to conquest and absorption was
therefore quite different in Asia and in Africa, and
the Great Powers soon realised that they could not
treat the descendants of Solyman the Magnificent,
Tamerlaine, and the T'ang emperors, in the way in
which they had treated King Mwanga of Uganda or
the chiefs of Timbuktu, This resistance of Asia
to Europe was, of course, enormously intensified
towards the end of the last century by the rise to
power of Japan* The westernisation of Japan
was in fact itself a reaction against the penetra-
tion and economic imperialism of Europe in Asia*
The Japanese deliberately adopted the political,
military, and economic system of Europe in order
to protect themselves against political absorption
and economic exploitation. The success of this
adaptation was so rapid and so complete that Japan
was not only able to defy the imperialist Powers but
to insist upon being admitted to their ranks* The
partition of China seemed to be indefinitely post-
poned when the Great Powers, realised that they
would have to reckon with Japan who- was most:
favourably situated for taking a hand in such a
partition and was strong enough to insist upon no
small share of the prey*